
Updated Diocesan Directives for Priests 
in response to the COVID-19 Outbreak 

Check List for Pastors and Administrators 

The metric of 25% of the fire capacity of the church has been 
determined. After calculation, the maximum number of persons 

permitted in church at the same time is: ____________________. 

The pews have been marked off respecting six feet distance 

between parishioners. 

Sufficient hand sanitizing dispensers have been obtained and placed 

at the vestibule of the church; or enough hand sanitizer has been 

purchased to be used by parishioners.  

A system has been developed to limit access to the Mass to 25%
capacity; namely through: 

Electronic or phone reservations prior to Mass 

Alphabetically dividing parishioners and assigning a Mass

A pre-arranged ticket system

First come first serve or some other means

A secure receptacle has been placed in the church where 

parishioners can place their budget envelopes before or after Mass.

All clergy and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion have 

been instructed about the distribution of Holy Communion.

Credence tables or other small tables have been placed next to 

communion stations with a cloth, ablution cup, and hand sanitizer.

Protocols are in place to thoroughly sanitize commonly used 

surfaces and pews before and after every Mass.



Hymnals and missalettes have been removed from the church.

Holy Water fonts have been emptied, if not already done.

Parishioners have received sufficient communication about these 

steps before the beginning of Mass, including, but not limited to:

(1) the Bishop continues to dispense everyone in the Diocese from 
the obligation to attend Sunday Mass and Holy Day Masses until 
further notice;

(2) it is not necessary to receive Holy Communion at Mass, and one 
can legitimately remain in one’s seat;

(3) if someone displays symptoms, that person must not, under any  
circumstances, attend the celebration of Mass;

(4) singing is to be limited as far as possible;

(5) parishioners must wear masks and practice proper hand 
hygiene.

(6) Parishioners must maintain 6 feet distance between each other 
(families of the same household excluded) and avoid congregating 
in the aisles of the church. 
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