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Em Portugês: 
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En Español: 
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PASTORS PLEASE NOTE FOR YOUR PLANNING: 
 
 
 
 

The Solemnity of Saint Joseph – Spouse of the B.V.M. 
The Solemnity of Saint Joseph, March 19, 2017 falls on a Sunday this year.   
As Patron of the Universal Church, the Solemnity is transferred to  
Monday, March 20, 2017 

 
Diocesan observance: All Day Confessions 

Saturday, March 25, 2017 
Pastors are encouraged to arrange, with the assistance of each Dean, at least 
one parish within the Deanery where confessions may be heard for a 
prolonged period of time in the Church.  
 

The Chrism Mass 
The Chrism Mass is scheduled for Monday, April 10, 2017 at 5:00PM in the 
Cathedral of Saints Peter & Paul.  All priests are strongly encouraged to attend 
this important celebration. 

 

The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night 
Sunset on the night of Easter Vigil, April 15, 2017, is 7:27 PM (19:27) EST. 
No Vigil Celebration should take place prior to 7:30 PM. 
Serious consideration should be given to this principle according to 
the Universal Norms of the General Roman Calendar. 
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--- For pastoral consideration --- 
 

 Lent runs from Ash Wednesday up to, but excluding, the Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper on Holy Thursday. 
 

 Prayer, Fasting, Almsgiving:  Lent is above all a time of prayer.  To enhance the 
practice of prayer, the Church invites her members to follow the custom of 
fasting and to accompany that fasting with an increase of almsgiving for the  
needs of the poor.  St. Augustine, in a sermon on Lent, teaches that: 
 

Through humility and charity, fasting and almsgiving, 
abstaining and forgiving, avoiding evil and doing good, 

      our prayer seeks peace and achieves it  (Sermon 206). 
 
  RCIA:  Lent is a time of final preparation for those adults and children of 

catechetical age who are being prepared to be baptized and/or received into full 
communion with the Catholic Church.   The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) is the process by which these adults and children are prepared.  This 
process is normative.  Therefore, the following is to be observed: 
  

1)    Those preparing for baptism and/or full communion are to participate 
in the Rite of Election & Enrollment at the Cathedral on the First Sunday of 
Lent.  In the Rite, the individual’s relationship to the wider Church is made 
manifest. 
2)    Adults preparing for baptism and/or full communion must receive the 
Sacrament of Confirmation and first Holy Eucharist within the Easter Vigil 
Mass. 
 

  Holy Thursday – Mass of the Lord’s Supper:  Pastors and Chaplains are 
reminded of the modification to the rubrics regarding the “washing of the feet” RM 

no. 10 Mass of the Lord’s Supper in the Roman Missal.  A clarification as to the significance 
to this rite has been given by the Congregation of Divine Worship and therefore 
has sought to include the following wording which replaces the above-mentioned 
rubric: Those chosen from among the People of God are accompanied by the ministers…  
Pastors are also reminded that this ritual gesture may be omitted and those who 
participate are chosen from among the baptized only. 
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 On Ash Wednesday ashes are blessed and imposed after the homily.  The ashes 
only need to be blessed once at the first Mass of the day.   Outside of Mass, a 
Liturgy of the Word precedes the distribution of ashes. An extraordinary minister 
(e.g. Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, or any individual deputized as 
needed), may assist with the imposition of ashes when there is a genuine need, 
especially for the sick or housebound.   

 
One of the following formulas is used in accord with the Roman Missal: 

 

Repent, and believe in the Gospel. 

OR 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

 

 The Alleluia is not said or sung from the beginning of Lent until the Easter Vigil; 
nor is the Te Deum sung or said at the Office of Readings on Lenten ferias. 
 

 Penitential Act:  During Lent the integrity of the Penitential Act is to be 
respected.   It may not be suppressed or used as part of the Entrance 
Procession.  A parish might consider using the Confiteor for the Penitential Act 
(option A), or option B (Have mercy on us O, Lord…) which is an appropriate 
way to highlight the themes of Lent.  In both cases the Kyrie (Lord have Mercy) 
should follow. 
 

 Memorials:  During the Lenten season all Memorials of saints are observed as 
optional or commemorations.  Therefore, if the Memorial is in fact to be celebrated, 
the Collect given for that date is used as the “opening prayer” for Mass.  The 
other prayers (Prayer over the Offerings & Prayer after Communion) are taken 
from the Lenten weekday.  The preface is always taken from Lent I-IV.  If the 
Universal Prayer is offered at daily Mass, the concluding prayer for the prayer of 
the faithful may be taken from the collect of the Lenten Weekday, having been 
omitted in favor of the optional memorial.  In all cases violet vestments are worn, 
even if the optional memorial is celebrated. 

 
 On Lenten Weekdays, at the end of Mass and before the final blessing, the Prayer 

over the People indicated for each day may be used.  This prayer is optional, and 
used at the discretion of the priest-celebrant.  The use of the Prayer over the People on 
Lenten Sundays is not an option and must be used. 
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 The Eucharistic Prayers for Reconciliation are appropriate to use during Lenten 

Weekdays.  The preface for Lent I-IV may be used with these prayers even though 
a proper preface is provided. 
 

 In Lent the Altar and the Church may not be decorated with flowers.  Laetare 
Sunday, Solemnities and Feasts are an exception to this rule. 
 

 The Veiling of Images and Crosses in the Church:  The laudable practice of 
veiling images beginning on the Fifth Sunday of Lent (Passiontide) may be 
observed according to tradition.  Statues remain covered until the beginning of the 
Easter Vigil whereas crosses are unveiled following the celebration of the Lord’s 
Passion (Good Friday).  Pastoral sensitivity suggests that proper catechesis would 
be appropriate for parishes that have not been accustomed to this practice. 
 
 

 If weddings are scheduled during Lent, couples are to be reminded that 
wedding plans should respect the nature of this liturgical season.  They should 
refrain from excessive pomp or display and the Church should remain without 
floral decorations. 

 
 Lent calls the People of God to repentance as they prepare to renew their 

baptismal promises at the Easter Vigil.  It is therefore most appropriate that a 
Penitential Celebration offering the opportunity for individual reconciliation 
should take place prior to the Paschal Triduum.  However, where there is 

genuine pastoral need, the Sacrament of Penance may be celebrated on Good 
Friday and Holy Saturday. 

 
 


