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“It is in fact the task of every Bishop to proclaim hope to the world, hope based on 
the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ…A stance of theological hope, together with 
faith and love, must completely shape the Bishop’s pastoral ministry.

“The Bishop is called in a particular way to be a prophet, witness and servant 

basis of Christian hope (cf. 1 Pet 3:15).  The Bishop is the prophet, witness and servant of 
this hope, especially where a culture of ‘the here and now’ leaves no room for openness 
to transcendence.  Where hope is absent, faith itself is called into question.  Love too is 
weakened by the loss of this virtue.  Especially in times of growing unbelief and indifference, 
hope is a stalwart support for faith and an effective incentive for love.  It draws its strength 
from the certainty of God’s desire for the salvation of all people (1 Tim  2:4) and from the 
constant presence of the Lord Jesus, the Emmanuel who remains with us always, until the 
end of the world (cf. Mt 28:20).

“Only by the light and consolation born of the Gospel can a Bishop succeed in 
keeping his own hope alive (cf. Rom 15:4) and in nourishing the hope of those entrusted 
to his pastoral care.  He must therefore model himself on the Virgin Mary, the Mother of 

the heavens (cf. Heb 6:18-20), the Bishop stands in the midst of the Church as a vigilant 
sentinel, a courageous prophet, a credible witness and a faithful servant of Christ, our hope 
and glory (cf. Col 1:27), thanks to whom ‘death shall be no more, neither shall there be 

mourning, nor crying nor pain any more’ (cf. Rev 21:4).”  (Pastores gregis, # 3)

Reflections on the Life of a Bishop

Virgin Mary, Mater spei et spes nostra, as the 

 (Pastores gregis,#14)
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As a bishop without canonical jurisdiction (an auxiliary bishop), Bishop Evans’ 
personal arms occupy the entire shield. 

and a silver (white) estoile (multi-point star). The anchor, the symbol of the State of Rhode 
Island and of its motto “Hope,” has the uppermost arm form the Greek letter Rho (P) which, 
in combination with regular cross-arms forms the combined letters Chi-Rho (XP) that are 

motto, “SPE SALVI,” the title of an encyclical by our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, 
which translated means; “SAVED IN HOPE.” Thus, Christ is the security; the anchor,  . . . 
in whom we trust; in whom we hope,  . . . for salvation and Eternal Life. 

Also displayed in Bishop Evans’ design, in the upper right, (“to chief sinister”) is 
a  multi-pointed star called “an estoile.” The position of this star is to liken The North Star, 
the navigational aid of the Northern Hemisphere, and it is “upon a sea of blue,” to honor 
the Most Blessed Virgin, Mary, in her title of “Star of the Sea.” In this title, Mary is the 

Evans was a student and then later served as an administrator. As a navigational aid, this 
star, Mary, the Star of the Sea, is the guide to the redemption that is Christ the anchor and 
the hope of humanity.

The achievement is completed by the external ornamentation which are a gold 
(yellow) processional cross, that is placed in back of the shield and which extends above 

rows on either side of the shield, all in green. These are the heraldic insignia of a prelate of 
the rank of bishop, by instruction of The Holy See, of March 31, 1969.

      By: Deacon Paul J. Sullivan

 Rev. Mr. Sullivan is a Deacon of the Diocese of Providence (RI-USA)
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His Holiness
Pope Benedict XVI
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COAT of ARMS
of The Most Reverend

Robert Charles Evans, D.D., J.C.L.

Blazon: 

Azure, per bend at the honour point an anchor Argent, with the uppermost arms forming 
the Greek letter Rho; to chief sinister an estoile of the second.

The episcopal heraldic achievement, or bishop’s coat of arms, is composed of a 
shield, which is the central and most important part of the design, a scroll with a motto and 
the external ornamentation. The design is described (blazoned) as if the description was 
being given by the bearer (from behind) with the shield being worn on the left arms. Thus, it 
must be remembered, where it applies, as the device is viewed from the front that the terms 
sinister and dexter are reversed.
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The Most Reverend Thomas J. Tobin
Bishop of Providence

Principal Ordaining Bishop
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Most Reverend Louis E. Gelineau Most Reverend Salvatore R. Matano
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Remarks 
The Most Reverend Robert C. Evans, D.D., J.C.L.

Recessional Hymn

GROSSER GOTT, 7 8 7 8 77

Ordaining Bishops

Rite of Ordination of a Bishop, 16
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HYMN TO JOY  87.87.D.

7

The Most Reverend Robert C. Evans
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The Order of Mass

Processional Hymns

arr. Vaugn Williams
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Introductory Rites

Communion  cont’d
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

arr. Gustav Holst

Reverend Francis Patrick O’Brien

Ave Maria
Jacques Arcadelt

Prayer After Communion

Hymn of Praise

 While the following is sung, Bishop Evans processes around the Cathedral to   

 bless all who are present.
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from  by C. Alexander Peloquin

O God, Beyond All Praising

20

Guidelines for the Reception of Communion

For Catholics

As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist when we receive Holy 

Communion. We are encouraged to receive Communion devoutly and frequently. In order to be properly 

disposed to receive Communion, participants should not be conscious of grave sin and normally should have 

fasted for one hour. A person who is conscious of grave sin is not to receive the Body and Blood of the Lord 

without prior sacramental confession except for a grave reason where there is no opportunity for confession. 

In this case, the person is to be mindful of the obligation to make an act of perfect contrition, including the 

intention of confessing as soon as possible (Code of Canon Law, canon 916). A frequent reception of the 

Sacrament of Penance is encouraged for all.

For our fellow Christians

We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eucharist as our brothers and sisters. 

We pray that our common baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit in this Eucharist will draw us closer to 

disappear, in keeping with Christ’s prayer for us “that they may all be one” (Jn. 17:21).

 Because Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of the reality of the oneness 

of faith, life, and worship, members of those churches with whom we are not yet fully united are ordinarily not 

admitted to Holy Communion. Eucharistic sharing in exceptional circumstances by other Christians requires 

permission according to the directives of the diocesan bishop and the provisions of canon law (canon 844  § 

4). Members of the Orthodox Churches, the Assyrian Church of the East, and the Polish National Catholic 

Church are urged to respect the discipline of their own Churches. According to Roman Catholic discipline, the 

Code of Canon Law does not object to the reception of communion by Christians of these Churches (canon 

844  § 3).

For those not receiving Holy Communion

 All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to express in their hearts a prayerful 

desire for unity with the Lord Jesus and with one another.

For non-Christians 

We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. While we cannot 

admit them to Holy Communion, we ask them to offer their prayers for the peace and unity of the human family.

Copyright © 1996 United States Catholic Conference. All rights reserved.
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Penitential Rite

Glory to God
Peter Jones

-

(Pastores gregis, #15) 19

Communion Rite
Lord’s Prayer and Doxology

 Lamb of God
David Isele

Communion Hymns

Composed for the Episcopal Ordination of The Most Reverend Robert C. Evans
Reverend Monsignor Anthony Mancini

Reverend Monsignor Anthony Mancini

Welcoming Remarks 
The Most Reverend Henry J. Mansell, D.D.
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Gospel Acclamation

Reverend James Chepponis

Liturgy of the Word
First Reading                                                         

Isaiah 61: 1- 3    

Psalm

Reverend Monsignor Anthony Mancini

Gospel

John 15: 9 -17

Eucharistic Acclamations 

Richard Proulx

18
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Rite of Ordination of a Bishop
Hymn          

17

Liturgy of the Eucharist
Preparation of the Gifts

Franz Liszt
Gregorian Concert Choir

“You are Peter and on this rock
 I will build my church.”

“Simon, son of John,
  do you love me more than these?”
 “Lord, you know that I love you.”
“Then, feed my sheep.”

“Simon, son of John, 
  do you love me more than these?”
 “Lord, you know that I love you.”
“Then, feed my lambs.”

“Simon, son of John,
  do you love me more than these?”
 “Lord, you know everything,
  you know that I love you.”
“Then, feed my sheep.”

Prayer over the Gifts
Text: attr. Rabanus Maurus, 776-856. Text and music: Chant mode VII; Gradual Romanum, 1974.
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Reverend Monsignor Raymond B. Bastia
Vicar for Planning and Finance of the Diocese of Providence

Reading of the Apostolic Mandate                       

Evans to ordination as the Titular Bishop of Aquae Regiae and Auxiliary Bishop 
of Providence, is read by Reverend Monsignor John J. Darcy, Chancellor of the      
Diocese of Providence.  After the reading, all present give their assent by respond-
ing: “Thanks be to God.”

Homily

The Most Reverend Thomas J. Tobin
Bishop of Providence

Promise of the Elect

Bishop Tobin questions Bishop-elect Evans about his resolve to uphold the faith and 
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Investiture with the Insignia

Fraternal Kiss

(Rite of Ordination of a Bishop)

Handing On of the Book of the Gospels

The same Book of the Gospels that was held over the Bishop-elect’s head during 
the Prayer of Ordination as a sign of power of God’s Word and of the new Bishop’s 
responsibility to preach the Good News, is now given to Bishop Evans. He is       
commissioned to evangelize with great patience as he is presented with the Book 
of the Gospels.

Presentation of the Elect
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Litany of Supplication

The assembly stands as Bishop Tobin invites all to pray that God will bestow his 

while all kneel to join in prayer for him and for the Church.

John D. Becker
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Laying On of Hands and Prayer of Ordination                           Please stand

Bishop Tobin, in performing the essential rite of the Sacrament of Holy Orders, lays 
hands on the Bishop-elect, invoking the power of the Holy Spirit, the same Spirit 
given by Christ to the apostles. The co-consecrators and all other Bishops also             
impose hands. While the Book of the Gospels is placed over the Bishop-elect’s head, 
Bishop Tobin prays the Prayer of Ordination which has the essential words for the 
conferral of the Sacrament.

  

Anointing of the Head       

Bishop Tobin anoints the head of the new Bishop, signifying the full share in the 
priesthood of Christ which he has received through the Laying On of Hands and the 
Prayer of Ordination.

(from Pope Benedict XVI’s homily at the ordination of bishops on       
September 12, 2009)

(Pastores gregis, #28)

(Rite of Ordination of a Bishop)

Litany of the Saints


